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MSMS ROCKETS UP THE
RANKINGS

For the third year in a row 
The Mississippi School for 
Mathematics and Science has 
been named one of the best 
high schools in America.
Out of 5,500 schools sur-
veyed by national publications 
Newsweek and The Daily 
Beast, MSMS ranked number 
57. Last year the school was 
ranked at number 352.
“Since the 2013-2014 school 
year aimed at breaking into 
the top 100, I’m thrilled we 
got it done in one year,” said 

MSMS Executive Director Dr. 
Germain McConnell. “This 
is a testament to the incred-
ible faculty, staff, and student 
population here at MSMS.”
Not only was MSMS named 
as one of the nation’s top 100 
high schools, but it was also 
singled out as among the top 
25 high schools in the South.
“I can’t get over the fact that 
we jumped nearly 300 spots 
in the rankings,” said MSMS 
Admissions Counselor Wade 
Leonard. “The entire state of 
Mississippi should be very 
proud today.

I simply can’t stress enough 
that MSMS is an option for 
every bright student in the 
state, and that we are a public 
school. One of the best high 
schools in America belongs to 
you regardless of whether you 
live in Pelahatchie or Ocean 
Springs or Olive Branch or 
Natchez or anywhere in be-
tween.”
To see the full list of America’s 
best high schools go http://
www.thedailybeast.com/
features/2014/america-s-top-
high-schools.html
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MOVE-IN-DAY 2014

On August 2, 2014 MSMS 
became home to more than 130 
new students as the Class of 
2016 moved into the school’s 
two residence halls.
Traditionally, the MSMS Emis-
saries as well as a handful of 
faculty and staff volunteer to 
help the new students move 
their belongings into their 
dorm rooms.
“It’s our way of welcoming the 
new students and their fami-
lies,” said MSMS Director for 
Admissions and School Ad-
vancement, Rick Smith. “Com-
ing here for the first time can be 
overwhelming and by helping 
the students in this way, we try 
to make the process much less 
stressful.”
As the emissaries got into 

a routine of unloading and 
transporting the new juniors’ 
belongings, parents were as-
tonished at how quickly and 
efficiently the MSMS folks were 
able to unload their vehicles 
and get their students’ posses-
sions into their respective dorm 
rooms.
“It took us three hours to load 
up this truck this morning,” 
said one parent. “And these 
kids managed to get us unload-
ed in less than a minute!”
“For the past several years I 
have supervised Move-In for 
Goen, and Mr. Smith has su-
pervised Frazer,” said MSMS 
Admissions Counselor Wade 
Leonard. “We have a friendly 
competition to see who can get 
everyone moved in first, and 
this year Frazer beat us. But 
only barely.”

MSMS STATS
Juniors: 133
Seniors: 117

MSMS Avg. ACT: 
27.5
National Avg. 
ACT: 20. 9
State Avg. ACT: 
18.9

MSMS College 
Matriculation 
Rate: 100%

Number of Mis-
sissippi Current-
ly Counties Rep-
resented: 53
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The MSMS Emissaries flexed their muscles instead of  their brains on Move-In-Day



Rachel Jones, Mrs. Emma Richardson and Nick Elder in New York 
City.

MSMS would like to thank Dr. Elizabeth Morgan (Class of  1995), Mr. Spike Harris (Class of  
1991), Mr. Brandon Bogle (Class of  2014), Ms. Kate Thompson (Class of  2011), and Mr. Wesley 
Duffee-Braun (Class of  1998) for being our featured speakers at this year’s Ceremony of  Lights. 
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MSMS GRADS RECEIVE NATIONAL WRITING AWARDS
Nick Elder, a Starkville native and a member 
of the MSMS Class of 2014, has had an essay, 
“Mimi’s Museum,” published in Best Teen 
Writing of 2014 by the Alliance for Young 
Artists & Writers.
Nick, along with his classmate Rachel Jones 
of McComb, was a National Medalist in the 
2014 Scholastic Art & Writing Competition. 
The duo received their national medals at 
Carnegie Hall in New York City, NY on June 
6th, 2014.
“Nick and Rachel’s awards indicate to me 
that our students can compete with any 
other students in the United States,” said 
Mrs. Emma Richardson who teaches creative 
writing at MSMS and accompanied Nick and 
Rachel on their trip to New York.
Students across the United States submit-
ted over 255,000 entries in art and writing to the Scholastic Art & Writing Competition.  The pieces 
published in Best Teen Writing of 2014 were selected from award-winning works in the Scholastic 
competition. Nick’s essay is one of only 70 pieces of writing published in the volume. 
The MSMS Foundation supported Nick’s and Rachel’s trip to New York to receive their awards. 
“I appreciate, as do the students, that the MSMS Foundation paid for their trip to New York,” said 
Richardson.
Best Teen Writing of 2014 is currently available for purchase on amazon.com.

THANKS TO OUR CEREMONY OF LIGHTS SPEAKERS
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Support the MSMS music program and you could win a guitar signed by Sir Elton John! 
The MSMS music program is gearing up for its annual Sights and Sounds project. To help fund it the 
group is raffling off a guitar signed by rock-and-roll legend, Sir Elton John.
During Sights and Sounds MSMS students will tour the Mississippi Delta to learn about the musi-
cal history of the state and perform in different cities along the way. The school is raffling the artifact 
in order to raise funds needed to help cover the costs of transportation, accommodation, food, and 
other expenses for the trip.
The cherry-red Fender was signed by Elton John after a recent concert in Tupelo. The autograph was 
obtained and donated by Dr. Clyde Lindley, a former Director for Academic Affairs at MSMS.
To purchase your tickets, simply go to www.themsms.org/guitar and follow the instructions.
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MSMS RAFFLES ELTON JOHN SIGNED GUITAR

MSMS IS COMING TO ELLISVILLE AND HATTIESBURG!
If you live in or near those areas and want 
to learn everything you ever wanted to 
know about Mississippi’s most incredible 
educational opportunity, please come by! 
Know a student who needs to know about 
MSMS? Encourage them to come visit. 
Are you an alumnus or MSMS parent? 
We’d love to see you! For more informa-
tion about this event, email Spike Harris at 
sharris@themsms.org.

MSMS will be at the J.B. George 
Building (Room 101) on the cam-
pus of USM in Hattiesburg Thursday, 
September 18 from 5:00 to 7:00 
pm

MSMS will be at the Ellisville Public 
Library on Tuesday, August 14 from 
4:00 to 6:00 pm

For more information about these or any 
other MSMS events, please visit www.
themsms.org, email us at sharris@themsms.
org, call us at 1-800-553-6459, find us on 
Facebook or follow us @the_msms.
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Since graduating from 
MSMS in 1991, Robert 
“Spike” Harris has lived all 
over America, but now he’s 
returned to his roots and 
couldn’t be happier about 
it.
Harris was recently hired 
as the Assistant for Public 
Relations and Admissions 
Counselor at his alma ma-
ter.
Among other things, Har-
ris now travels the state 
of Mississippi in order to 
share his love of MSMS 
with prospective students 
and their families.
“This job is a dream come 
true,” he said. “Having the 
chance to work with this 
gifted population of stu-
dents and expose them to 
something like MSMS is the 
most fun I’ve had in a long 
time.”
Harris is a graduate of the 
University of Southern Mis-
sissippi and holds degrees 
in business and music.
Harris has a background 
in marketing and educa-
tion, and has had a number 
of service oriented posi-
tions over the years. He 
has worked for the Coun-
try Music Association in 
Nashville, the Mississippi 
Writing/Thinking Institute 
in Starkville, and the Na-
tional Writing Project in 
Berkley, California. Missis-

sippi public radio aficionados 
will recognize some of Har-
ris’ work as he was one of the 
introducers of “Rural Voices 
Radio,” a popular radio seg-
ment broadcast by MPB.
“MSMS boosted my confi-
dence as a person,” he said. 
“It really molded me into 
what I am today. I can’t imag-
ine doing what I’ve done and 
having the opportunities I’ve 
had professionally without 
the knowledge and experience 
I gained from my time at the 
school.” 
Harris, who is originally from 
Quitman, Miss., was a mem-
ber of the second class to 
graduate from MSMS. 
“My mom and dad always 
wanted to give me opportuni-
ties they didn’t have grow-
ing up,” he said. “When they 
learned about MSMS, they 
were very open and support-

ive of me applying.”
Now that he’s come full circle 
during his cross-country travels, 
Harris says he is most excited 
about his chance to give back to 
his home state.
“I hope to give back to the state 
of Mississippi the same thing the 
state has given me, and that was 
the opportunity to attend MSMS,” 
he said. “I want every student who 
is capable of attending MSMS to 
have the same chances and expe-
riences I had: to learn from some 
of the best teachers in the country, 
to meet life-long friends, and to be 
proud of where you are from.”
When he isn’t out spreading the 
word about MSMS, Spike enjoys 
playing his guitar and spending 
time with his wife, Kelly, at their 
Starkville home.

Spike Harris’ 1991 senior MSMS 
picture.

Spike Harris : MSMS Alumnus 
of  the Month
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Beginning 
Again

The MSMS 2014 Opening Convocation Ceremony

2005 MSMS graduate Liz Wayne spoke to the 
classes of 2015 and 2016 at this year’s Open-
ing Convocation.

by Spike Harris
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MSMS held its 26th 
opening convocation on Au-
gust 7, 2014 as the faculty, 
staff, and classes of 2015 
and 2016 gathered at Poin-
dexter Hall on the campus 
of the Mississippi University 
for Women to celebrate the 
start of another school year. 
The packed auditorium 
heard remarks from Dr. 
Germain McConnell, Execu-
tive Director of MSMS, Dr. 
James Borsig, President of 
Mississippi University for 
Women, and the Mayor of 
Columbus, Mr. Robert E. 
Smith, Jr. The highlight 
of the morning was when 
MSMS Class of 2005 alum-
nae, Ms. Liz Wayne, took the 
stage as keynote speaker.
In 2013, as a Ph.D. student 
in Biomedical Engineer-
ing at Cornell University, 
Wayne was recognized by 
Cornell’s President, David 
Stockton, for improving 
the climate for women on 
campus. She organized a 
conference for undergradu-
ate women in physics, which 
saw 170 women from 61 in-
stitutions and two countries 
attend. 
Wayne, who is originally 
from Crystal Springs, spoke 
of how MSMS allowed her 
to embrace who she was 
as a student. At a young 
age, she said, she knew she 
wanted to be a physicist, but 
was unsure how she would 
make that happen. MSMS, 

she said, made that happen. 
The classes and teachers at the 
school challenged her on a dai-
ly basis. That fact, combined 
with the incredible support 
she received from the MSMS 
faculty gave her the confidence 
and drive to achieve her dream 
of attending the University of 
Pennsylvania and getting her 
Bachelor of Arts in Physics. 
Wayne also said that the diver-
sity she found at MSMS made 
her more compassionate about 
other peoples’ beliefs and feel-
ings. She said the experiences 
she had at the school beyond 
academics made her want to 
be an advocate for underrepre-
sented minorities in physics. 
Wayne talked about the life-
long friends she made at 
MSMS. They shared her curi-
osity and passion for learning, 
and that helped shape her as 
a person and understand her 
own individuality.

After her keynote address, Ms. 
Wayne shared more of her 
time and stories with several 
juniors and seniors before 
heading to their first day of 
classes.
 “It’s always sentimental for 
me to talk about MSMS,” she 
said. ”There wouldn’t be the 
ability for me to be a neuro-
surgeon, the ability for my col-
leagues to be engineers, or the 
ability of our alumni to give 
back to the state of Mississippi 
the way we can had it not been 
for MSMS.” 

2005 grad Liz Wayne and MSMS Admissions 
Coordinator Shelia Horton

Emissaries clowning around before Convocation.

Columbus Mayor Robert Smith welcomes the 
MSMS students to the Columbus community.

Opening Convocation 2014

7www.themsms.org



MSMS is the first public 
school Magdalen Dobson ever 
attended, but she also says it is 
the best.
This extraordinarily bright 
young lady from Starkville, 
Mississippi attended Starkville 
Christian School until her 
sophomore year when she 
began a home school program; 
however, she has always had 
her sights set squarely on 
MSMS.
“My parents both teach at 
[Mississippi State University] 
and they are both very sup-
portive of my education and 
adamant that I needed to push 
myself to the limits of my po-
tential,” she said.
It’s pretty much been assumed 
for as long as I can remember 
that I would go to MSMS one 
day.”
Magdalen is the daughter of 
Dr. Ted Dobson and Susan 
Cook. 
While she enjoyed being home 
schooled, she says the experi-
ence simply cannot compare to 
the opportunities and experi-

ences she has had at MSMS both 
inside and outside the classroom.
“Definitely the two things MSMS 
does better than home school 
are the science program and the 
extracurricular opportunities it 
provides,” she said. “Those op-
portunities for involvement have 
really shaped my time here.”
And Magdalen has certainly tak-
en advantage of those opportuni-
ties. She serves as Secretary for 
the Student Government Associa-
tion, an officer with Mu Alpha 
Theta, an officer on the Science 
Olympiad team, is involved with 
SEAL, and is an MSMS Emissary.
Understanding that MSMS can 
be a big adjustment to other 
students who come from home-
schooled backgrounds, Magdalen 
offers this advice:
“I would say the opportunities 
are worth it,” said Magdalen. 
“Coming from home schooling 
to a public school can be a big 
shock, but it’s not something you 
can’t overcome and it is some-
thing you will be glad of if you 
can stick it out, even though it 
can be scary,” she said. “I would 
also say, don’t be intimidated 

because other students have been in tra-
ditional schools. You are probably just 
as well prepared as they are.”
Before MSMS, Magdalen says she had 
no idea what she wanted to do after high 
school. Now, however, she has found 
her passion and her voice in life. 
“As corny as it sounds, I think I’ve 
learned a lot experiencing all the di-
versity here,” she said. “Learning to 
get along with and love people who are 
really, really different than myself has 
been one of the most extraordinary 
experiences I’ve had here. I think that’s 
taught me to be a better person and not 
to have fear of responsibility.”
After graduating from MSMS, Magda-
len says she plans to major in math and 
eventually go onto graduate school and 
to a career in research.
“My first choice of college is MIT,” she 
said. “But I’m also applying to Georgia 
Tech, the University of Chicago and 
Cambridge.”

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT: 
MAGDALEN DOBSON

8www.themsms.org


